
James’ Message, the passion of his heart, is summed up in 
chapter 1:20-22 where he calls us to live up to… 

In our day, we have been pushed into a reactionary, binary 
choice between legalism or cheap grace. If you’re not one, your 
suspected of being the other.  You either worry about good works… 
or you pity those who do. As a result, all of our focus gets directed 
to the issue of how our salvation is gained…instead of on what our 
salvation actually entails.  We’ve made it into a legal formula of how 
we received the salvation “package”…and whether, having gained it, 
we can lose it. We have so objectified our salvation and made it a 
“thing,” that we have lost sight of the fact that it’s not a thing at all. 
It is life. It is an organic reconnection with Jesus, the author of life.

Talking about whether you can earn life by doing good works… 
when you are dead...just makes absolutely no sense!  No more 
sense than saying that because life is a gift I don’t have to act like I 
am alive.

The message of James is simply this: if you have life within you 
that Jesus has given, that life will organically manifest itself by 
producing the fruit that is in keeping with its source. If there is no 
fruit…then there is no life. That life, says James, “is the Word 
planted in you, that can save you.” That Word…is Jesus. When he 
gives you new life, he is also giving you himself to indwell your 
heart. He will make you grow. He will make sure that you produce 
fruit. 

We deceive ourselves whenever we begin to think that we have 
life in ourselves apart from his living, personal presence within us. 
James’ focus on Faith in Action is a powerful pastoral message that 
is given to break us out of that deception and bring us back into the 
life of the Truth.                                                                            Andy Gardner

The Message of the Epistle of James

“the righteousness that God desires! 21 Therefore, get   
rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent 
and humbly accept the word planted in you, which  
can save you. 22 Do not merely listen to the word, and 
so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”


